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BUILDING GOD’S WAY
SCRIPTURES
Be still, and know that I am God…        By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established.  (Ps 46:10a)  (Proverbs 24:3)

(Jesus  said…)  “Everything is possible for him who believes”.  (the man exclaimed) “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  (Mark 9:23, 24)
Jesus replied, “What is impossible with men is possible with God” (Luke 18:27)
 
CONFESSION

Daily the world around us tells us “what we need”, “what we want”, “what we should do”, and “who we are”, always voicing and suggesting.  We hear and listen, pursue, buy into, and buy.  We know these things do not satisfy or give life.  We know these things are not of eternal consequence.  Lord, forgive us when we forget to count the many blessings and gifts we have received from your hands.   We want to give back to you with our service and gifts.  We want to do your will and be good stewards of your resources, but we are not sure of the direction You want us to go.  We are unsure of the times and our resources.  When things appear impossible to us, we forget that if we are in your will, You will provide in ways we can’t imagine.

SUPPLICATION

Lord, we, your people, have worked for several years now at St. Marks determining core values, our place and mission in our area, personal direction, all done prayerfully and by open invitation to the whole 

Church.  In years past, we have experienced pruning and are now experiencing growth. Our ministries and outreach are growing.  Our children scampering into the Sanctuary have greatly increased, and our youth and youth programs are growing and strengthening.  People are attracted by our friendliness and welcome.  They are exposed to your life-giving Word in many ways and nurtured into membership.  We are so grateful for these blessings from your hand to St. Marks. We want everything to glorify you.
By your gracious Spirit, give me your clear direction, priorities, and timing regarding your house: replacement of long deferred heating and air conditioning equipment and roof; addition of handicap access elevator (at the front entrance area to the Sanctuary and basement classrooms); renovations to the common areas, foyer (Narthex), sanctuary, and relocated bathrooms (directly accessible off the foyer), the new design of a front glass entry atrium and reception area enclosing the elevator and stair case would give a much needed and inviting presence from Six Forks Road.  
Lord, what do you want to do through me to fulfill your will for St. Marks.  Help me to listen carefully and respond fully to your leading, Lord.  I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen
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PRAY: 

To remember that St. Marks UMC was built on God’s foundation many years ago

To remember the countless saints who have prepared the way for us.  It  may be time for us to prepare the way for future saints.  To reflect on who the saints are who have helped to show you the way.

To reflect on the difference St. Marks has made in your life and to ask “what do you want to do through me, Lord, to fulfill your will and plans for St Marks?”

To consider that  this renovation project is more than an aging facility’s needed repairs and renovations, but is about ministry, people, accessibility, welcome, and hospitality  in a world that can seem cold and uncaring at times.  That this Renovation could be part of what God wants to do through you to fulfill His will for St. Marks
To imagine a repaired and renovated facility to an older or handicapped member unable for years to attend a beloved Sunday school class (in the basement) with friends or neighbors and now set free to

because of the new elevator access at the building front,  or the elder gentleman who always had to come to church from the back handicap ramp directly into the sanctuary, feeling like the “main attraction” until he finally just stopped coming.  Imagine his joy and renewal to be in fellowship and in God’s house just like everyone else, finally.  Imagine a lonely neighbor, perhaps unchurched, but becoming more needy through the years, even walking over on an early Sunday morning to find that there was no access that would bring her inside like everyone else so she could be greeted and smiled at upon entering. 
Imagine a challenged son of a friend in the area.  Imagine how wonderful it would be for her if her son 
could partake of the JOY class while she attends Sunday School after years of widowhood and no

options close by.

Imagine a family member, who needs the Lord, but you haven’t invited them, because access is “too difficult” and there is no one else around them who would invite them to their church

To remember that we at St. Marks are able to steer our way through times of uncertainty with God’s help, but there are many who are fearful and searching for something, someone, or someplace for loving kindness, encouragement , and hope, and we can show them the way to Him.  They may be “readied”  now, where before their hearts were “far away”.
To imagine people on Six Forks suddenly aware there is a church back from the street, with a new look 

That says  “Welcome”, or “What else might be new?”, or “I wonder what the people there are like?” , or even “I never noticed that church before, let’s check it out”
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PRAYER POINTS (cont’d)

That we are all part  of one body, Jesus Christ, , and all our prayers are needed to ensure we are following His plan
That we as a church family will develop a strong love and concern for our community without                                      regard to race, creed and social standings.

O God help us! We want to be in your will

That by the power of your gracious Spirit, our ears are opened and our hearts are tuned to listen to your words of eternal life and that we respond to them fully

That by your Holy Spirit, we will be given a new sense of our calling, a new zeal in our faithfulness, and 

a new compassion toward our neighbors in need

For excitement for the building project to the point that we will step out in faith and open our pockets wide

That  God’s blessings will be on this building project, going smoothly and without any major hang-ups

and that God will use a renewed church to attract many new people to worship and to service for Him 

That through your Spirit, our commitment is deepened and our love grows strong and that this project  will strengthen our love for Christ and create a band of love within our church family

That we cannot simply give money for the spread of your gospel, but we are called to give of ourselves 

by offering our time, talents, gifts, witness and service
For our staff and leaders to be able to think clearly and wisely when making plans and decisions

Remember, some of you, when St Marks did a survey of “unchurched individuals” within a 3 mile radius of our church, the number was 30,000.  Let your imagination run wild to include all the new condos and

Apartments now and in the process of being built, with singles, families, retired and non-retired just  within blocks of us added to that number.  Talk about an outreach.  WOW!

That if people still have remaining questions or otherwise need information on this building project, that they will seek out one of the five informational meetings offered on Sunday, Nov 1 (9:45am and 12:15pm),  Monday, Nov 2 (12 noon), Tuesday, Nov 3 (7:00pm), or on Sunday, Nov 8 (12:15pm), giving an RSVP to the office including child care if needed.

